






Wednesday, 10th October
7.30 p.m.	 Concert Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic

St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov, conductor	 Yefim Bronfman, piano
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov 
Tableaux musicaux de la Légende de la Ville invisible Kitej et de la Vierge Fevronia  
(Symphonic images from the opera The Legend of the Invisible City of Kitezh 
and the Maiden Fevroniya) arr. Maximilian Steinberg
Sergey Prokofiev	 Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, Op. 16
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky	 Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74, Pathétique

The composer-storyteller: Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. In his stage works he endeavoured 
to accentuate the independence of Russian composers from the Western tradition not only 
by ethnically tinged music, but also by the used subjects. In his Piano Concerto No. 2 Sergey 
Prokofiev never compromises in his search for the expression of the world in the early 20th 
century, what results in his inclination to experiments, avant-garde and penetrating sound. 
On the contrary, the unusually tragic music of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 6 is governed 
by the loss of illusions and parting gestures. In his correspondence Tchaikovsky revealed 
that he never inserted so much love and zeal in any other piece and he considers it to be the 
best work he ever composed.
“A marvel of digital dexterity, warmly romantic sentiment, and jaw-dropping bravura.” 
Come and listen to Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 2 delivered by extremely sensitive art-
ist Yefim Bronfman, who will introduce himself to the Slovak audience for the first time. 
St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra comes to the BMF after a several-decades-long 
break (1967, 1974). This time it will be led by the legendary Yuri Temirkanov.

Thursday, 11th October
7.30 p.m.	 Concert Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic

Janáček Philharmonic Ostrava
Ilan Volkov, conductor	 Lukáš Vondráček, piano
Modest Petrovich Mussorgsky	A  Night on the Bare Mountain
Serge Rachmaninoff	 Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30
Sergey Prokofiev	 Symphony No. 5 in B major, Op. 100

In 1830 Hector Berlioz made a lot of noise with his infernal scene of Witches’ Sabbath from 
his Fantastic Symphony. He stirred a feverish interest among his followers in similar spec-
tacles. One of them is also Night on the Bare Mountain by Modest Petrovich Mussogsky. 
The Piano Concerto No. 3 by Serge Rachmaninoff is breathtaking from the first bars; plain, 
humble, one-voice melody of piano solo belongs to musical wonders of the world. Pureness, 
virile tenderness, lyricism, as well as typical sarcasm and inner restlessness – these are the 
main expressive attributes of the Fifth Symphony by Sergey Prokofiev.
For Lukáš Vondráček the victory at the “musical olympics”, with which the Queen Elisabeth 
Competition in Brussels can be equated, was a tremendous success in 2017. He is much more 
popular in the world than at home, not only because he has been living in Boston for a decade. 
The Janáček Philharmonic Ostrava gives a guest performance with the Israeli globetrotter Ilan 
Volkov, a conductor of “great sensitivity, intelligence and full engagement” (The Guardian).

Friday, 12th October
7.30 p.m.	 Concert Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic

Czech Philharmonic	S emyon Bychkov, conductor
Prague Philharmonic Choir	L ukáš Vasilek, choirmaster
Christiane Karg, soprano	 Elisabeth Kulman, mezzosoprano
Gustav Mahler	 Symphony No. 2 in C minor Resurrection



He wanted to embrace all worlds, all universes with his symphonies... Gustav Mahler’s vi-
sions can appear megalomanic, almost pathologically so. For his whole life he suffered from 
unsolved questions regarding his own personality, and therefore he dreamed out his own 
symphonic project in which his uncertainty and instability dispersed in substantial gestures. 
Already in his Symphony No. 1 he devised the Titan, who is rushing to the withheld hap-
piness. In the Symphony No. 2 he ushered this character of Titan to purgatory, but finally 
he resurrected him. Mahler spent his professional life mostly as an opera conductor. His  
Second Symphony is a fascinating whole on the border of reality and theatre and simultane-
ously a strongly autobiographical composition.
“In a music world that is increasingly globalized and uniform, the Orchestra’s noble tradi-
tion has retained authenticity of expression and sound, making it one of the world’s artistic 
treasures,” said Semyon Bychkov when he was asked to succeed the beloved Jiří Bělohlávek. 
Semyon Bychkov returns to BMF after two years; in 2016 he performed with the Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra from Amsterdam. With the concert of the Czech Philharmonic 
we commemorate the centenary of the Czechoslovak Republic establishment. (Vice versa, 
the Slovak Philharmonic performed at the closing concert of the Prague Spring festival on 
3 June, 2018.)

Saturday, 13th October
4.00 p.m.	 Column Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic

Slovak Chamber Orchestra
Ewald Danel, artistic leader	 Pablo Barragán, clarinet
Eugen Suchoň	 Serenade for Strings, Op. 5 ESD 50b
Carl Maria von Weber	 Clarinet Quintet in B major, Op. 34
Antonín Dvořák	 String Quintet in G major, Op. 77

The charming and fresh Serenade by Eugen Suchoň is captivating in its quick odd move-
ments by an almost attacking wit; the even movements Lullaby and Nocturne are attractive 
by their ardent and deep lyricism. Nonchalant character and total musical engagement ac-
company Carl Maria von Weber’s pieces. The youthful string quintet by Antonín Dvořák 
won the chamber music competition in 1875 announced by the music department of 
Umělecká beseda in Prague.
The Spanish clarinetist Pablo Barragán is the guest of the night. The critique describes him 
as an excellent musician not only due to his attractive performance, but also because of his 
fiery delivery, communicative skills and sensibility.

7.30 p.m.	 Concert Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic
Latvian National Symphony Orchestra
Andris Poga, conductor	 Alexander Kniazev, cello
Pēteris Vasks	 Musica Appassionata
Dmitry Shostakovich	 Cello Concerto No. 1 in Eb major, Op. 107
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy	 Symphony No. 4 in A major, Op. 90 Italian

The Latvian composer Pēteris Vasks is a distinctive figure of the world’s contemporary com-
posing scene. For him music is a synonym for the words beauty and holiness, and a means 
which can introduce light to the spheres of human soul. For almost four decades Dmitry 
Shostakovich strenuously resisted the Soviet regime – his First Cello Concerto originated 
in that time. Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy lived a short but intense life, considering his 
activities. He liked to travel often and each journey inspired him to compose a masterpiece.
Alexander Kniazev, regarded as a worthy follower of Mstislav Rostropovich, is already fa-
miliar to our audience. Invited to the BMF he will join the Latvian National Symphony 
Orchestra under the baton of its music director Andris Poga.



Sunday, 14th October
4.00 p.m.	S mall Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic

Chamber Concert with Music by Vladimír Godár
Mucha Quartet
Magdaléna Bajuszová, piano
	R icercar for piano quartet
	 Talisman for piano trio
	 Déploration sur la mort de Witold Lutosławski for piano quintet
	 Piano Quintet		  premiere

Vladimír Godár belongs to groundbreakers and significant representatives of the Slovak mu-
sic postmodern. In his Ricercar, Talisman, as well as in Déploration... he discusses with the 
musical past, especially in the form of allusions, musical quotations, referring to the music 
from the time of Renaissance up to the present day. Polystylistics resulting from this com-
positional technique comes hand in hand with the multiple meaning of the musical work. In 
the head of the score of Talisman which has become an iconic piece of music in the course of 
time, we can find a motto: “Every man carries within himself a world made up of all that he 
has seen and loved; and it is to this world that he returns, incessantly, though he may pass 
through and seem to inhabit a world quite foreign to it.” (François-René de Chateaubriand)
7.30 p.m.	 Concert Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic

Slovak Philharmonic
Eivind Gullberg Jensen, conductor	 Akiko Suwanai, violin
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky	 Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35
Serge Rachmaninoff	 Symphonic Dances, Op. 45

The closing concert of the 54th BMF will be opened by Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, equal-
ing the top works by Beethoven, Mendelssohn and Brahms, in which the soloist has an 
opportunity to show off in numerous impressive and virtuoso passages. The solo part will 
be rendered by the renowned Japanese violinist Akiko Suwanai, the laureate of many in-
ternational competitions, like Paganini competition in Italy, Queen Elisabeth Competition 
in Brussels, and the youngest winner ever of Tchaikovsky competition in Moscow (1990). 
She plays the Antonio Stradivari 1714 “Dolphin” violin, once owned by famous violinist 
Jascha Heifetz.
Symphonic Dances from 1940 are the swansong of Serge Rachmaninoff. The autobio-
graphic work is designated for a huge orchestra using many percussion instruments and 
winds, alto saxophone and piano. The performance will be led by a dynamic Norwegian 
conductor Eivind Gullberg Jensen, nominated for Grammy Awards 2018.

Special Concert of the Bratislava Music Festival 
Wednesday 27th February 2019

7.30 p.m.	 Concert Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic
Piano Recital        Daniil Trifonov
Ludwig van Beethoven, Robert Schumann, Sergej Prokofiev

This repertory is offered by a unique artist, quite legendary despite his young age, Daniil 
Trifonov, in his first performance in Slovakia. His international career started with his suc-
cesses at the International Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw (3rd prize), then the vic-
tory at the Arthur Rubinstein competition in Tel Aviv and at Tchaikovsky competition in 
Moscow. After the premiere of his own concerto the Cleveland Plain Dealer (2014) wrote: 
“Even having seen it, one cannot quite believe it. Such is the artistry of pianist-composer 
Daniil Trifonov.”



Slovak Philharmonic is a state-subsidised organisation of the Ministry of Culture 
of the Slovak Republic.
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